
by Kevin Ash

This is the fascinating story of one of the world’s most
admired and enduring motorcycle companies. Early in
the last century, driven by an obsession for quality and
reliability, BMW applied the knowledge gained from its
manufacture of airplane engines to build a breed of
motorcycles that aimed a notch above the crowd. From
its early racing victories, the company learned how to
make tough, reliable machines that would win races—
and allow motorcyclists to go anywhere in the world
with confidence.

The book details the history of BMW Motorrad, from
its inception in 1917 to the present. During its life, the company has endured
wars, post-war restrictions on its production, world recessions, and intense
competition from formidable Japanese manufacturers. But in spite of the fierce
marketplace in which it operates, the company has survived and flourished,
owing in no small part to the deeply ingrained principles that have guided the
company from its beginning: a passion for quality and reliability, and a
willingness to apply new motorcycle technologies to achieve those objectives.
BMW of the twenty-first century is a company whose pace of innovation and
new product introductions is stunning.
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Key Selling Points
■ A concise, colorful, jewel of a book

that presents the story of BMW’s
evolution to its place of eminence in
today’s motorcycle world

■ BMW is a high-end, quality marque
that attracts devoted, affluent
enthusiasts

■ Written by a well-known
international motojournalist

■ Dazzling photographs, many in full
color
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The Author

English-born Kevin Ash has long
been one of the best known
motorcycle journalists in the U.K. He
is the motorcycle correspondent for
The Daily Telegraph newspaper, a
prolific writer for most of the British
specialist motorcycle press, and
weekly columnist for the best selling
Motor Cycle News. He is also well
known around the world as a writer
for many international publications,
including the U.S. magazine Rider,
reporting on new model press
introductions and supplying a range
of motorcycle-related features.


